[A case of an advanced pancreatic cancer (stage IVb) outpatient who could not maintain a home-based care until her death].
The number of cancer patients and their families desiring home-based care has been increasing over the last few years. We reported a patient, a 40-year old female patient with advanced pancreatic cancer (T4N3M1, Stage IVb). Once we had switched from a systemic administration of opioid to an epidural administration via a subcutaneous reservoir for her extreme pain, she was given relief from her severe pain and was able to be discharged. Although against her wishes, she had to be taken back into hospital due to both an inappropriate management of the subcutaneous reservoir by the general practitioners and her spiritual (existential) pain. Public support systems are urgently needed to be established for patients who continue to receive a home-based care.